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superiority of the old possessor. The Patil is head of the police and of the administration of justice in his village, but he need only be mentioned here as an officer of revenue. In that capacity he performs on a small scale what a Mamlatdar or a Collector does on a large; he allots the land to such cultivators as have no landed property of their own, and fixes the rent which each has to pay; he collects the revenue for Government from all the Rayats; conducts all its arrangements with them, and exerts himself to promote the cultivation and the prosperity of (he village. Though originally the agent of the Government, he is now regarded as equally the representative of the Rayats, and is not less useful in executing the orders of the Government than in asserting the rights, or at least in making known the wrongs of the people.
"A large portion of the Rayats are the proprietors of their estates, subject to the payment of a fixed land tax to Government; their property is hereditary and saleable, and they are never dispossessed while they pay their tax, and even then they have for a long period (at least thirty years) the right of re-claiming their estate on paying the dues of Government. Their land tax is fixed, but the late Mahratta Government loaded it with other impositions, which reduced (hat advantage to a mere name; yet so far, however, was this from destroying the value of their estates, that although the Government took advantage of their attachment to make them'pay considerably more than an Upri, and though all (he Mirasdars were in ordinary cases obliged to make up for failures in (he payment of each of their body, yet their lands were saleable, and generally at ten years' purchase. . . .
"An opinion prevails throughout the Mahratta country, (hat under the old Hindu Government all the land was held by Mirasis, and that the Upris were introduced as the old proprietors sank under the tyranny of the Mohammedans. This opinion is supported by the fact that the greater part of the fields now cultivated by Upris are recorded in the village books as belonging to absent proprietors; and affords, when combined with circumstances observed in other parts of the peninsula, and with the light Land Tax authorised by Manu, a strong presumption that the revenue system under the Hindus (if they had a uniform system) was founded on private property in the soil."
Changes Under the British Rule. "The outline of the revenue system adopted since our acquisition of the country is contained in my letter dated July 10(h, conveying instructions to the Collectors, and in (hat dated July 14th, enclosing instructions for Mamlatdars. The leading principles are to abolish farming, but otherwise to maintain (he native system; to levy (he revenue according to (he actual cultivation, to make the assessment light,